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NOTES. 



Statistik der Reichstagswahlen von 1898. Pp. 78 and map. Ber- 
lin. Puttkammer & Miihlbrecht. 

The subject matter is divided into four parts. The first gives the 
population, registered voters, total number of votes cast, both valid 
and invalid, the voters for each party, and number of members of 
Reichstag elected by each party, for each state and province of the 
Empire ; the second, the vote in detail in each of the 397 electoral 
districts, population of each district, percentage of Protestants or 
Roman Catholics, whichever was in the majority, and other data ; the 
third, the name, occupation, residence, and vote of each candidate ; 
and the fourth, a map illustrating the geographical distribution of 
the various political parties, of which there appear to be 22, though only 
about 14 have a sufficient following to demand serious consideration. 

One effect of the large number and the geographical distribution 
of parties may be seen in the fact that the German Conservatives 
cast only two-fifths as many votes as the Social Democrats, but elected 
the same number of representatives, 56 ; while the Centre, casting 
two-thirds as many votes, elected 102. Again, a redistribution of 
seats according to the present population, but without increasing the 
membership of the Reichstag, while making no material change in 
the representation of the states, would considerably increase the 
number of members from some of the cities and thus specially benefit 
the Radicals and Social Democrats. The inequality of the electoral 
districts is particularly noticeable in Berlin; where the population of 
districts ranges from 90,657 to 586,926. 

Report of the Wisconsin State Tax Commission, 1898. Madison, 
Wis. ; pp. 276. 

In 1897 the legislature of Wisconsin authorized the appointment 
of a Tax Commission to make report in 1898. This commission has 
now submitted a report of more than usual interest. The titles of 
the successive chapters indicate the scope of the investigation : Origin 
and growth of the taxing system in Wisconsin ; present taxing sys- 
tem ; defects as to levies and as to collection of taxes ; taxation of 
notes, bonds, mortgages, and other securities ; taxation of corpora- 
tions ; inheritance and income taxes ; and a synopsis of reports of 
other tax commissions. There are also statistical appendices illus- 
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trating the various points considered, and at the end there is a 
bibliography of works on taxation covering some thirty pages. There 
is nothing particularly unique in the tax system of Wisconsin. The 
property tax plays a large part, and the defects found elsewhere are 
here reproduced. From 1877 to 1897 the aggregate assessed value 
of real estate rose from 274 millions to 519 millions, or about 89 per 
cent. During the same period the assessed value of personal prop- 
erty increased from 77 millions to 108 millions, or only about 40 per 
cent. The usual differences in assessment as found in different towns 
or different counties can be duplicated here. No radical recommen- 
dations are made, the commission contenting itself with presenting as 
complete information as possible of the present system, believing that 
citizens must be generally educated before any successful changes in 
legislation can be made. 

The following paragraph, in regard to increase of wealth in Ger- 
many, is taken from The Economist, December 3, 1898 : — 

Equally striking is the growth in wealth, as sliown by the latest 
income and property tax returns for Prussia. Leaving out of the 
account incomes of less than £45, the total incomes as declared since 
1893-94 have shown the following ascending scale: £286,250,000, 
£289,250,000, £296,850,000, £304.300,000, and £318,700,000. Thus 
there has been an increase of £31,450,000, or about 11 per cent, in 
five years, of which nearly half accrued in the past year. Figures 
for all Germany are not accessible, but it is estimated that incomes 
for the whole Empire have increased about £55,000,000 during the 
past five years. The assessments for the general property tax in 
Prussia, exclusive of properties valued at less than £300, showed a 
total valuation of £3,283,850,000 for the year 1897-98, against 
£3,201,200,000 and £3,195,900,000 in the two preceding years. 
There has thus been an increase of £87,950,000 within three years. 
The increase of property valuations for the whole Empire during the 
same time is estimated at about £150,000,000. 

In the Twentieth Annual Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of Missouri, 1898, p. 212, mention is made of the Missouri Free 
Employment Department which was inaugurated in connection with 
the Bureau of Labor, October 1, 1897. The office is in connection 
with that of the State Factory Inspector, 915 Chemical Building, 



